AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in this application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claim 1 . (Canceled). 

2. (Currently Amended) The spare-wheel carrier according to claim [[1]] 1_2, 
further comprising a display unit configured to represent [[a]] the position of the 
spare-wheel carrier. 

3. (Previously Presented) The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 2, 
wherein the display unit is arranged in an instrument cluster. 

Claims 4 and 5. (Canceled). 

6. (Currently Amended) The spare-wheel carrier according to claim [[5]] 1_2, 
further comprising an actuator assigned to the lock, the actuator operable in 
accordance with a grip switch. 

Claim 7. (Canceled). 

8. (Currently Amended) The spare-wheel carrier according to claim [[7]] 1_2, 
wherein the ball supports the striker. 

9. (Currently Amended) The spare-wheel carrier according to claim [[7]] 12, 
wherein the complementary locking element includes a movable blocking part 
configured to block swivel of the ball sockets from a closed position into an open 
position and configured to release the locking element in accordance with at least 
one of displacement and tilt of the blocking part. 

10. (Currently Amended) The spare-wheel carrier according to claim [[7]] 1_2 
further comprising a catch hook configured to hold the ball sockets in a closed 
position in accordance with a weight of the catch hook. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The spare-wheel carrier according to claim [[7]] 1_2, 
wherein the locking element includes at least one lever arranged as a release 
mechanism. 

12. (Previously Presented) A spare-wheel carrier for a motor vehicle, the 
spare-wheel carrier pivotable at a body of the motor vehicle and arranged in a region 
of a tailgate of the motor vehicle, comprising: 

at least one sensor configured to detect at least one position of the spare- 
wheel carrier and to transmit the at least one position to a control unit, the control 
unit configured to enable and block functions of the motor vehicle in accordance with 
the position of the spare-wheel carrier, 

wherein the sensor includes a lock having a touch-sensitive switch configured 
to detect the position of the spare wheel carrier, the lock configured to retain the 
position of the spare-wheel carrier; 

wherein the lock includes at least one locking element, including a striker 
having a ball and a pin, and at least one complementary locking element, including 
at least two swivelable ball sockets, one of the at least one locking element and the 
at least one complementary locking element attached to the body of the motor 
vehicle, another one of the at least one locking element and the complementing 
locking element attached to the spare-wheel carrier; and 

wherein the lock includes an emergency release device configured to 
manually release the spare-wheel carrier, the emergency release device including an 
emergency release lock including a striker having at least one rotatable actuator 
rotatable into at least one unlocked position and a locked position, in the unlocked 
position, at least one first lever arranged to release the spare-wheel carrier movable 
in accordance with displacement of the striker, in the locked position, the at least one 
first lever not movable in accordance with displacement of the striker. 

13. (Original) The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 12, wherein the 
emergency release device includes at least one second lever positioned to operate 
the at least one first lever. 
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14. (Currently Amended) A The spare-wheel carrier for a motor veh i cle, the 
spar e- wh eel carr ie r p i votab le at a body of th e motor v e h i c le and arrang e d i n a r e g i on 
of a ta il gate of th e motor veh i c le , compr i s i ng: 

at le ast on e s e nsor configur e d to d e t e ct at le ast on e pos i t i on of th e spar e 
whoo l carr i er and to transm i t the at l east ono pos i t i on to a contro l un i t, the contro l 
un i t conf i gur e d to e nabl e and b l ock at le ast funct i ons of th e ta il gat e of th e motor 
v e h i c le i n accordanc e w i th th e pos i t i on of the spar e- wh eel carr ie r; according to claim 
12, further comprising: 

at least one bearing arranged on the body; and 

an end switch assigned to the at least one bearing. 

15. (Previously Presented) The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 14, 
further comprising a grip switch assigned to the tailgate, the tailgate operable as a 
function of the position of the spare-wheel carrier detected by the end switch. 

16. (Currently Amended) A The spare-wheel carrier for a motor vehicle, the 
spare wh e e l carr ie r p i votab l e at a body of th e motor v e h i c le and arranged i n a r e g i on 
of a ta il gat e of th e motor v e h i c l e, compr i s i ng: 

at le ast on e s e nsor configur e d to d e t e ct at le ast on e pos i t i on of th e spar e- 
whe el carr ie r and to transm i t the at le ast on e pos i t i on to a contro l un i t, th e contro l 
unit conf i gured to enable and b l ock at l east funct i ons of the ta il gate of the motor 
veh i c l e i n accordanc e w i th th e pos i t i on of the spare wh e e l carri e r; and according to 
claim 12, further comprising: 

an arrangement configured to block operation of a rear window in accordance 
with [[a]] the lock of the spare whoo l carr i er . 

Claims 17 to 19. (Canceled). 
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